Campa Bay Cimes 


FLORIDA'S BEST NEWSPAPER 


T) tampabay.com 


k*xxk*xx*x Wednesday, March 18, 2020 | $1 


PRIMARY 
ELECTION 


MATT ROURKE | Associated Press 
Former Vice President Joe 
Biden added at least 130 
delegates from Florida. 


Biden 
wins 

Fla. in 
a rout 


The former vice 
president got 62 
percent of the vote 
over Sen. Sanders. 


BY STEVE CONTORNO 
Times Political Editor 

With Florida’s help, former 
Vice President Joe Biden’s lead in 
the Democratic presidential pri- 
mary grew Tuesday from com- 
manding to nearly impassable, 
further pressing rival Sen. Bernie 
Sanders to abandon his ideologi- 
cal fight amid a worsening global 
pandemic. 

Biden led Sanders 62 per- 
cent to 23 percent with 94 per- 
cent of precincts reporting in a 
contest marked by the complete 
absence of traditional retail pol- 
itics. The coronavirus kept both 
candidates from stepping foot 
in the Sunshine State in the days 
leading up to the primary. Fears 
of the fast-spreading disease 
also torpedoed primary turnout, 
deflating what had once been 
anticipated as a spirited show- 
down between two popular, dia- 
metrically opposed Democrats. 

Biden added at least 130 dele- 
gates from Florida — the nation’s 
third biggest primary prize so far 
— dealing a major blow to Sand- 
ers in the all-important delegate 
race that will decide the nomi- 
nee. Biden on Tuesday appeared 
to nearly double his delegate 
lead on Sanders and is more 
than halfway to the 1,991 needed 
to secure the nomination. 

The former vice president car- 
ried every county in Florida, 
from the Panhandle to South 
Beach, making a strong case that 
he’s the party’s best bet to take 
on President Donald Trump in 
See PRIMARY, 12A 


Florida primary 
results* 


Joe Biden 
1,058,143 61.7% 


Bernie Sanders 
392,046 22.9% 
Total votes 
1,705,591 

Overall turnout 
29.7% 


*As of 10:36 p.m. Tuesday 


Trump easily secures 
Republican nomination 


The president, who had only 
token opposition, now has more 
than the 1,276 delegates needed 
after winning Tuesday's Florida 
and Illinois primaries. 12A 


Slow day at the polls 


With the coronavirus threat loom- 
ing, turnout was noticeably lower 
than in the 2016 primaries. 12A 


Who won what 


A look at the results as voters had 
their say on council seats, amend- 
ments and referendums in Pinel- 
las County municipalities. 13A 


Safety Harbor mayor 
Safety Harbor Mayor Joe Ayoub 
defeats Tampa firefighter Tanja 
Vidovic to retain his seat. 13A 


CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 
For the latest news, go to tampabay.com/coronavirus 


Florida reworks 
education plans 


E K-12 schools stay closed 
through April 15, but online 
learning starts March 30. 


BY MEGAN REEVES, EMILY L. MAHONEY, 
JEFFREY S. SOLOCHEK AND MARLENE SOKOL 
Times Staff Writers 


The coronavirus upended Florida’s 
education system from top to bottom 
Tuesday as officials scrapped state test- 
ing for K-12 schools this year, canceled 
spring commencement for state univer- 
sities and moved to keep students out of 
classrooms for much longer than origi- 
nally planned. 


The changes were announced in 
quick succession Tuesday afternoon by 
Gov. Ron DeSantis and officials, taking 
students, faculty and local education 
officials by surprise. 

“Hallelujah,” Pinellas School Board 
member Rene Flowers said in response 
to the news. She had thought the state 
might delay testing, but cancellation is 
even better, she said. 

DeSantis made the “best call” he could, 


E University graduation 
ceremonies scheduled for 
May are called off. 


taking stress off teachers, parents and stu- 
dents who are already grappling with the 
effects of the pandemic, Flowers said. 

The results of spring tests in elementary, 
middle and high schools form the founda- 
tion of Florida’s school accountability sys- 
tem. Without them, school grades will be 
waived this year and struggling schools in 
“turnaround” status will be given an added 
year to make required improvements. 

See SCHOOLS, 11A 


CHRIS URSO | Times 


Patrons enjoy Flanagan’s in Dunedin on St. Patrick’s Day. Some bars were ordered shut Tuesday. 


56 new cases as 
restrictions grow 


There are two more deaths, including one in 
Manatee. Gov. DeSantis issues mandates. 


BY ZACHARY T. SAMPSON 
AND EMILY L. MAHONEY 


Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 


TALLAHASSEE — A 77-year- 
old man at a Broward County 
assisted-living facility who had 
the coronavirus has died, state 
officials announced Tuesday, 
and test results are pending for 
two other people who died at the 
same location. 

News of the positive test came 
as health officials reported the 
number of coronavirus cases in 
Florida rose to 216 from 160 the 
night before. That includes resi- 
dents diagnosed and staying in 
other states as well as visitors 
tested and isolated here. Seven 
Floridians have died, includ- 


ing a person in Manatee County 
whose death was announced late 
Tuesday as the first in the Tampa 
Bay area. 

Tuesday followed an increas- 
ingly familiar pattern of life 
contracting in Florida as the 
caseload, and collective worry, 
expands. Gov. Ron DeSantis 
issued his strongest mandates 
yet, ordering the closure of some 
bars and heavy restrictions on 
restaurants — incomprehensible 
just a month ago. 

“Just roll back three weeks 
ago,’ the governor said at an after- 
noon news conference, recall- 
ing when coronavirus was a dis- 
tant concern for most Floridians. 
See CORONAVIRUS, 8A 


LOCAL AND STATE PANDEMIC UPDATES 


Trump pushes 
for $1 trillion aid, 
checks to public 


BY LISA MASCARO AND ZEKE MILLER 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — In a massive federal effort 
Tuesday, President Donald Trump asked Congress 
to speed emergency checks to Americans, enlisted 
the military for medical help and implored ordi- 
nary people — particularly socially active millen- 
nials — to do their part by staying home to stop 
the spread of the coronavirus. 

His proposed economic package alone could 
approach $1 trillion, a rescue initiative not seen 
since the Great Recession. Trump wants checks 
sent to the public within two weeks and is urg- 
ing Congress to pass the eye-popping stimulus 
package in a matter of days. 

“Tt’s going to be big and it’s going to be bold,” 
Trump said, praising the bipartisan commit- 
ment in Congress to moving quickly. 

As analysts warn the country is entering a 
recession, the government is grappling with an 
enormous political undertaking with echoes of 
the 2008 financial crisis. 

See CHECKS, 10A 


Last call for bars: Gov. DeSantis orders 
businesses that make at least 50 percent 
of revenue from alcohol shut for 30 days. 
That includes many breweries. 8A 


Logjam for prisoners: Hundreds of 
Pinellas inmates sleep on floors as the 
system stops accepting transfers. 3A 
Community caring: Small businesses, 
food pantries and arts organizations are 
hurting. How you can help. 8A 


Weapons sales up: Background checks 
in Florida are through the roof. 5A 


Pinellas beaches will remain open: But 
officials stress: Keep your distance. 7A 


Grocery shopping for seniors: Fresh 
Market, Target designate an hour; Publix 
further reduces hours. MA 

Bus safety: Agencies increase onboard 
sanitation efforts, consider ridership 
limits. 3A 


Luck eludes St. Patrick’s Day: Gather- 
ings don’t have much green — the cash 
kind. 8A 

MacDill faces challenges: Travel restric- 
tions and child care are issues. 3A 
Rolling Stones tour postponed: It 
includes the July 5 concert in Tampa. 11A 
Malls cut hours: Westfield’s properties, 
including Brandon, are among those 
shortening their days. 4A 


How did 
Bucs 
land 


Brady? 


For the six-time 
Super Bowl winner, 
coach Arians likely 
has a lot to do with it. 


BY RICK STROUD 
Times Staff Writer 

TAMPA — You are Tom Brady 
and leaving the New England 
Patriots after 20 seasons. 

You have six Super Bowl rings 
and nine appearances in the NFL 
title game. 

The only NFL head coach 
you have ever played for is Bill 
Belichick, a somber savant who 
drove you to greatness but kept 
you at an arm’s length each sea- 
son until the confetti fell. 

You sacrificed your body and 
salary every year to make the 
Patriots better, but that loyalty 
wasn’t always reciprocated with 
an abundance of weapons. 

For the first time since you 
were recruited to the University 
of Michigan, you have a choice 
of where to play football. You are 
42, with a family and a clock that 
ticks louder in your helmet every 
year. 

And after meeting the night 
before with Patriots owner Bob 
Kraft, who is like a second father, 
you write a love letter on social 
media to Patriots fans telling 
them why the ride is over. 

“T don’t know what the future 
holds, but it’s time to open a new 
stage for my life and my career,’ 
Brady said on Instagram Tuesday. 

So why, oh why, did Brady 
choose to play for the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers? 

That’s what happened. Can 
you believe it? The Bucs’ four- 
decade search for a franchise 
quarterback has led them to 
Brady, the greatest of all time. 

Brady chose to play for Bruce 
Arians over Belichick and pass 
to Mike Evans and Chris Godwin 
over Julian Edelman. And, yes, 
he chose the Glazer family over 
Kraft. Brady has agreed to a con- 
tract that is expected to pay him 
$30 million per year. 

It’s antithetical to think a 
See BRADY, 18A 


Times (2017) 
Former Patriots quarterback 
Tom Brady, 42, is expected to 
receive $30 million per year. 


Tom Brady touchdown 


Signing the NFL's greatest quar- 
terback is gutsy. Thrilling. And 
maybe crazy, writes columnist 
John Romano. Sports, 14A 
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